Rotence 


OCT 1 {948 


: IVERSIT 


eanspvania Library Association 
ocT 4 1950 


LIBRARY ae U L a E T I N 


STUDY HALL 





Spring, 1948 





CONFERENCE FORECAST 


Plan to attend the Pennsylvania Library Association Conference, October 21-23, 
1948, in Pittsburgh. Reservations at the hotels should be made as early as possible. 
Write to the Hotel Schenley or to Webster Hall, Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh 13, or to 
the William Penn Hotel, Grant Street, Pittsburgh 30. 


The Program will be in the next issue of the BULLETIN. 





P.L.A. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, MAY 20, 1948 


The Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania Library Association met in Harris- 
burg on May 20, 1948, with President Inez Crandle presiding. Action taken included 
avote to allow each Section up to $25 for Section projects, the bills to be sent to the 
President for approval; instruction to the Secretary to write to several key Congress- 
men on behalf of the Library Demonstration Bill and to certain other Congressmen 
in support of federal aid to education; a vote to send a $25 contributory membership 
to A.L.A.; instruction to the Secretary to write Senator Heyburn and Donlon of the 
Joint State Government Commission and Senator Homshur and Superintendent Haas 
expressing concern over the trend of the survey of public libraries in Pennsylvania 
(this action was later delayed for further discussion of tactics following the receipt of 
the very brief questionnaire to public libraries) ; a vote to set aside two $75 scholar- 
ships for the 1948 summer session at State College; a vote to ask accredited library 
schools in Pennsylvania not now doing so to look into the possibilities of making their 
tegular programs available in successive summer sessions ; a vote to study and reconsider 
the duties of the paid Association assistant at present called “Assistant Secretary- 
Treasurer’ ; a vote to raise the Conference fee at Pittsburgh to $2.00 with a $1.00 fee 
for one day’s attendance and admission by badge. 


The appointment of the following new committees was reported: Friends of 
Libraries, Frances Dorrance, Kingston, chairman( Miss Dorrance has already made 
asurvey of “Friends” groups in Pennsylvania) ; a committee on Intellectual Freedom, 
Dr. Charles Shaw, Swarthmore, chairman. The appointment of a recruiting committee 
was considered. 


Vice President Richard Minnick outlined tentative program plans for the Con- 
ference in Pittsburgh. Jeanette Woolsey, membership chairman, reported 68 new 
members and William Bacon, Treasurer, reported that 730 members had paid 1948 
dues. Balance in the Treasury May 1, was $1,251.68. 


There was considerable discussion of the type of library demonstration desirable 
should the Library Demonstration Bill pass in this Session. Dr. Keator reported the 
findings of the P.L.A. Advisory Committeee on this planning. They had met with him 
the previous day. 

Grace W. Estes, Secretarp. 
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bers receive the BULLETIN without further 
charge as part of the membership privilege. 
Subscription to others $1.00 per year. 

Entered at the Post Office at Pittsburgh 
under Section 562. 

All communications should be addressed to 
the editor. 











COUNTY LIBRARY SECTION 
MEETING 


The County Library Section of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association held a 
section meeting in the Extension Divi- 
sion of the State Library in Harrisburg 
on April 22, 1948. Fourteen counties 
were represented at the meeting. Mr. 
Ellsworth Brininger, the new Extension 
Librarian, and Miss Kathryn Oller, As- 
sistant, were introduced to the group 
and each gave a short talk on the policies 
and plans of the extension department. 
Miss Katherine Shorey, Chairman of 
the P.L.A. Legislative Committee, re- 
ported on the progress of the state li- 
brary survey. Mr. John Knickerbocker, 
Chairman of the Federal Relations Com- 


mittee, reported on the progress of the 
Library Demonstration Bill. At noon 
there was a luncheon in the Capitol 
Cafeteria, and a most interesting and 
informative discussion of bookmobile 
plans made by each county library. 

The next meeting of the County Sec- 
tion will be held at Pennsylvania State 
College, July 22. In addition to the regu- 
lar program arranged for this meeting 
there will be a display of bookmobiles, 
This summer meeting is held in conjunc- 
tion with the summer session library 
science classes at State College, and has 
become a very popular part of the col- 
lege program as well as the county li- 
brary program. 

There are now 26 counties in Penn- 
sylvania giving county library service. 
Three additional counties: Armstrong, 
Cumberland, and Wyoming, are con- 
templating county service in the near 
future. 


Marian G. LECHNER, Chairman. 


A.L.A. MEMBERSHIP 


Cora M. Beatty, Chief of the A.L.A. 
Membership Office, is conducting a vig- 
orous campaign for new members of the 
American Library Association, and 
hopes by the end of 1948 to be able to 
report a grand total of 20,000 members 
—17,500 renewals, 2,500 recruits. Re- 
cent reports from Headquarters show 
that Region VIII (which includes Penn- 
sylvania) leads all the rest. Mr. Knicker- 
bocker has been enthusiastically com- 
mended for his campaign in this state, 
having set up a county organization 
whereby all librarians are to be inter- 
viewed and asked to join. 


H. W. WILSON COMPANY 

The Pennsylvania Library Association 
congratulates the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany upon its Fiftieth Anniversary, and 


extends wishes for many years to come 
—all Golden. 
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It is interesting to know that when 
Mr. Wilson’s project of a cumulative 
catalog was undertaken practically sin- 


‘gle-handed, with his wife as his assis- 


tant, the first order for the volume came 
from a Pittsburgh bookseller, named 
Waters, who sent with the money a 
letter of appreciation and encourage- 
ment. 

The Wilson publications are life-blood 
to the libraries all over the world. There 
are now 21 major publications of a sub- 
scription nature (and incidentally, this 
service basis subscription was Wilson’s 
most revolutionary contribution to the 
business of bibliographical publishing) 
and a list of miscellaenous works of bib- 
liography and reference of great value. 

The lighthouse and the book—Wilson 
trademark and colophon—are symbolic 
of enlightenement in the world of books, 
and no mark could be more appropriate 
for this truly great company of H. W. 
Wilson. 


WANTED—LIBRARIANS 

From Paul E. Postell, Chief, Library 
Branch, Department of the Army, Of- 
fice of the Chief of Special Services, 
Washington 25, D. C., comes a call for 


trained librarians, and anyone inter- 


STATE 


ALLENTOWN 

Muhlenberg College, Allentown, is 
this year celebrating the centennial of 
its origin. The development of the Li- 
brary, like that of the College, has been 
most rapid in recent years, the Library 
collection now numbering 77,500 books. 
More than thirty per cent of these have 
been added during the last ten years, 
and during the same period the staff has 
been increased from one to ten members 
and the annual budget from $4,500 to 
$40,000. 
_ An historical exhibit will be placed 
in the Library during Commencement 
week-end, drawing heavily on Library 
material to portray the growth and ac- 


ested should write to him at once. He 
says, 

“At the present time we have need 
of approximately 85 librarians for the 
Far East and Europe. The salary is a 
minimum of $3,306 which includes 
overseas differential. For librarians with 
past army experience this can be in- 
creased slightly.” 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL 
INSTITUTE 

Education for Librarianship will be 
the topic of the thirteenth annual In- 
stitute of the Graduate Library School 
of the University of Chicago, the week 
of August 16-21. The Institute does not 
intend to be limited to methods of in- 
struction in library schools, but will deal 
with such problems as the place of pro- 
fessional education in the university, the 
relationship between education for li- 
brarianship and education for other pro- 
fessions, the pre-professional back- 
ground of librarians, the content of basic 
library training and training in special 
fields, and the state of advanced train- 
ing and research in librarianship. 

Dean Bernard Berelson hopes all li- 
brarians will be interested in this pro- 


gram. 


NEWS — 


complishments of the College. A larger 
display is planned for October, both lo- 
cally and in Philadelphia. 

Joun S. Daviwson, Librarian. 


ERIE 


The Library Journal for February 15, 
1948, mentions “Our Day,” a clever and 
amusing skit given by the members of 
the Erie Public Library staff at the 50th 
Anniversary dinner. An excellent “shop- 
talk” presentation, it included some per- 
tinent observations on contests, a prob- 
lem in every library. 

IN MEMORIAM: Miss Charlotte E. 
Evans, retired as Librarian of the Erie 
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Public Library in 1942, died in Erie, 
March 26, 1948, after an illness of five 
weeks. 

Miss Evans was 72 years old, and over 
forty of those years were spent in de- 
voted service to the Erie Library which 
she entered in 1900, a year after its 
opening, upon her graduation from 
Drexel Library School. In the Erie Li- 
brary, she literally grew up with the in- 
stitution. She saw its book collection ex- 
pand from 19,000 volumes to 150,000, 
and its services extended to neighbor- 
hood libraries in seven school buildings. 

Cataloging was her main work for 27 
years, with the added duties of assistant 
librarian in 1912, and upon the death 
of Mrs. Jean Hard in 1927, Miss Evans 
took up her duties as Librarian. In the 
years that followed, she won for herself 
the love and respect of a devoted staff, 
and for the Library a host of friends and 
supporters. 

Active for many years in the work of 
the P.L.A., Miss Evans served on vari- 
ous committees, such as the Scholarship 
Committee which held her interest for 
a number of years, and she also contrib- 
uted to many conference programs. She 
was Vice-President of the P.L.A. in 1931. 
The years 1935 and 1936 kept Miss 
Evans especially busy with state activi- 
ties, for she was Chairman of the Public 
Library Section of the P.L.A., and in 
1936 the Association met in Erie. This 
meeting will always be remembered for 
the Friends of the Library luncheon held 
four miles out of town, at Waldameer 
Park, and always referred to as the “fish 
fry.” Miss Evans’ last contribution to the 
P.L.A. was made in the capacity of His- 
torian. She was delegated to record the 
history of the organization from 1923 
to 1946, as a second supplement to the 
original work, and this task was practi- 
cally completed at the time of her death. 

After her retirement from the Library. 
and for as long as health permitted, Miss 
Evans continued to be a leader in club 
and church circles in Erie, and enjoyed 





the pursuit of at least some of her hob- 
bies, many of which were connected 
with out-door life. A newspaper report- 


er, having on one occasion interviewed ° 


Miss Evans, quoted her as saying she 
considered the finest thing in life the 
feeling that one fills a useful position in 
the world’s work. This she surely did, 
modestly, yet always thoroughly and 
conscientiously, ever an inspiration to 
her fellow-workers. The Erie Public Li- 
brary stands as a testimonial to Miss 
Evans’ useful position in the work of 
the world. 

HELEN R. Spencer. 


GETTYSBURG 


Impressive ceremonies on the portico 
of the new Lutheran Seminary Library 
marked the dedication of the building 
“as a monument to the Christian gener- 
osity of the friends of the institution.” 
Provided by alumni and friends of the 
school, and the congregations of the 
synod, the building is located directly 
opposite the administration building 
and is in the traditional Georgian Colon- 
ial style of architecture of the Church, a 
short distance away. 

Dr. A. R. Wentz, President of the 
Seminary, expressing his gratitude, 
stated in his address that it was “de- 
signed as a fitting instrument to increase 
the educational facilities of the Church, 
to enlarge the horizons of useful Chris- 
tion knowledge, to further the cause of 
theological study and ministerial train- 
ing, to deepen the springs of spiritual 
truth, and otherwise to prepare well fur- 
nished ministers to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Dean Luther A. Weigle, of the Yale 
University Divinity School, gave the ad- 
dress of the day, followed by appropri- 
ate music by the audience and choir. 

The key, symbol of the completed 
building, was presented by the contrac- 
tor to the architect, by the architect to 
the chairman of the building commit- 
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tee. The Chairman, the Rev. C. S. Si- 
monton, of York, presented it to Dr. 
Wentz, who in turn delivered it into the 
custody of the Librarian, the Rev. H. H. 
Schmidt, who then formally unlocked 
the door so that the guests could go in- 
side the library. 

The interior of the building is modern 
in every respect, with high intensity 
lighting, free use of color in walls and 
tile flooring, sound absorbent ceilings, 
and furniture designed for comfort. The 
capacity of the building is 110,000 vol- 
umes, with room for future expansion 
when necessary. 


GLENSHAW 


Glenshaw Public Library dates back 
to 1895, its history linked with early 
settlers’ tales of Indians, and with close 
association with the church. It is inter- 
esting to note the progress of the library 
in the last decade. Activities have in- 
creased, the scope has broadened. With 
the good will and earnest cooperation of 
all the members of the Board, the Li- 
brary set out to purchase the building it 
now occupies. Extensive remodeling has 
been in progress, with plans for future 
alterations drawn up by the architect. 
Financial aid is now received by the li- 
brary from the Township and the School 
Board, but many friends subscribe year- 
ly donations. 

Through interesting programs and 
parties held in the Library rooms, every 
effort is being made to attract the people 
of Glenshaw to this treasure-house of 


books. 


HARRISBURG 


Miss Alice Eaton, Librarian of Harris- 
burg Public Library, was presented with 
a check for fifty dollars by the Dauphin 
County Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
at an all-day meeting of the federation 
in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Middle- 
town, April 29. The check was for sup- 
port of the County Library Mobile Serv- 


ice, a worthy project for club funds, 
and was gratefully received by Miss 
Eaton. 


HERSHEY 


According to Miss Irene Dietrich, Li- 
brarian, more books are read in the win- 
ter and early spring months than at any 
other time of the year, and in May, June 
and July, more and more people forget 
to return their books on time. 

The Public Library circulated 23,219 
books in 1947, and had 4,851 active card 
holders. Gifts included 196 volumes 
from the library of John E. Snyder, sixty 
books from H. L. Pugh of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and six volumes added by the Her- 
shey Chocolate Corporation. 


KUTZTOWN 

About 250 librarians and educators 
attended the Third Annual Eastern 
Pennsylvania Schoo] Library Confer- 
ence, sponsored jointly by the library 
schools of the teachers colleges at Mil- 
lersville and Kutztown, and held this 
year at Kutztown on April 9 and 10. 

The conference theme was “Librar- 
ians as Leaders,” and stress at the Fri- 
day dinner and the Saturday luncheon 
was on world problems. One topic dis- 
cussed by three speakers was “The Edu- 
cation of a School Librarian.” Miss 
Nancy Hoyle, with the F. E. Compton 
Company, Chicago, mentioned the trend 
toward a core of nine to twelve semes- 
ter hours of undergraduate library 
training given as a part of a four-year 
degree, with further training on the 
graduate level. Dean Carl M. White, 
of the School of Library Service of Col- 
umbia University, suggested there 
should be three different programs for 
preparing librarians—an auxiliary pro- 
gram for jobs as beginners in the profes- 
sion, the main program giving the fun- 
damental discipline of library science, 
and the advanced program with research 
leading toward the doctorate. Roscoe L. 
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West, President of the State Teachers 
College at Trenton, N. J., said that their 
program required a fifth year for school 
librarians because a school librarian 
needed to be well educated (in a gen- 
eral sense) and also know her specialty 
of libraries. 


No library conference would be com- 
plete without some discussion of books 
and this was well done by Miss Phyllis 
Fenner, who told of children’s books, 
and Mrs. Margaret Alexander Edwards 
of Enoch Pratt Free Library, who spoke 
about books for older boys and girls. 
Miss Fenner also conducted a story- 
telling hour which was instructive and 
delightful. 


The extension librarian of the State 
Library at Harrisburg brought ninety 
new books to the conference and made 
them available for examination. He also 
explained what was available from his 
library and how it could be secured. 
Three officers from the Department of 
Public Instruction at Harrisburg also ap- 
peared on the program with a common 
topic of “Why a School Library.” 


Two specific items came out of the 
conference which offer opportunity for 
us to practice the slogan “Librarians as 
Leaders.” Dr. Edwin Cruttenden re- 
quested that school librarians help the 
Department of Public Instruction pre- 
pare a new library manual for the schools 
of Pennsylvania. Miss Jane Cort, Chair- 
man of the Section for Work with Chil- 
dren and Young People of the P.L.A., 
presented a resolution, adopted by the 
conference, which reads in part: “Be it 
resolved that the Third Annual Eastern 
Pennsylvania School Library Confer- 
ence at Kutztown go on record as favor- 
ing the appointment of a director of 
school libraries.” 


The 1949 conference will be held at 
Millersville, April 1 and 2. 


Rap A. Frrrz. 
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LANCASTER = 

A photographic reproduction of an 
exhibit in Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege featuring the World’s one hundred 
and two Great Ideas, was printed in the 
Wilson Bulletin for April, 1948. 


* * * 


The Lancaster Public Library, Clif- 
ford Wightman, Librarian, the Staff, 
the twenty representative residents who 
compose the Board of Directors, the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and 
Friends of the Library, individually and 
collectively, deserve the highest com- 
mendation for their part in the cam- 
paign for maintenance funds for the Li- 
brary. That the voters turned down the 
proposed one-half mill city tax was all 
the more deplorable when it is generally 
known that the money for a new library 
building is ready and waiting, the plans 
also, and all that is needed is the assur- 
ance of a sufficient and constant income 
to cover the yearly operational expenses. 


MARTINSBURG 


An editorial campaign that lasted 
more than a year, finally brought about 
the organization of a community library, 
with more than 1,500 books to begin 
with, papers and magazines, and best of 
all, the interest and support of the peo- 
ple. 

Blair M. Rice, publisher of the Mor- 
rison Cove Herald, launched the idea in 
his paper, hammered away at it in his 
columns for months until a number of 
civic organizations began to give it some 
thought. Eventually a general meeting 
brought together representatives from 
business firms, social clubs, the schools, 
the ministry, veteran organizations and 
interested citizens. Out of this meeting, 
a permanent group was formed, with a 
board of directors headed by Mr. Bice. 
Almost over night Martinsburg had a 
modern free library. Rooms were found 
in the municipal building, books began 
to come in, magazine subscriptions were 
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donated, and a trained Librarian, Mrs. 
Carlton Hoyt, volunteered her services. 
Story classes were conducted for chil- 
dren, and other attractions from time to 
time help to make it a place of relaxation 
and recreation for everyone. 


MILLERSVILLE 


Six senior library students at Millers- 
ville State Teachers College accom- 
panied Miss Coral Melson, assistant col- 
lege librarian, on a three day field trip 
to libraries in New York, object observa- 
tion. Those listed for the trip were Mrs. 
Kathleen Tittle, Elizabeth Hammond, 
Margaret Whitcraft, Mary Jane Servais, 
Florence Haggerty and Jean Gardner. 


NEW CASTLE 
This year was marked by two notable 
gifts to the New Castle Free Public Li- 
brary. First, Dr. and Mrs. Eliah Kaplan 
established the Joshua Kaplan Memor- 
ial Collection in memory of their son, 
with a gift of $2,500.00. This collection 
will consist of books written “to further 
understanding among men.” A_book- 
plate for the Kaplan collection was de- 
signed and given by William Trimble. 
Second, the Library was given a bequest 
of $1,000.00 from the late Wylie Mc- 
Caslin, who was President of the Board 
of Trustees from 1913 to 1938. This will 
be known as the Wylie McCaslin Memo- 
ial Fund. 
Autce M. Steruinc, Librarian. 


PITTSBURGH 


The Lawrenceville Branch of Car- 
negie Library, Miss Sarah Shaw, Librar- 
ian, celebrated its Fiftieth year of service 
with Open House from Monday, May 
10 through Thursday, May 13, 1:00 to 
9:00 p. m. In addition to interesting pro- 
grams of music and folk dancing, many 
nationality and historical exhibits were 
on display. 

¥ 


Carnegie Institute of Technology has 
received ten thousand dollars from the 
Pittsburgh Foundation for “more ade- 
quate library resources in science and 
engineering education,” President Doh- 
erty has announced, the sum represent- 
ing about ten per cent. of the goal re- 
quired to meet immediate needs of the 
library. The largest single grant ever 
made by the Foundation, the money will 
be used to build up the back files of 
science and engineering publications. 

On May 8, Mr. Melvin Voigt, Librar- 
ian, spoke to the Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation on the important subject of co- 
operation among libraries. He reviewed 
the Farmington plan, and various types 
of cooperative projects in different parts 
of the country. 

Mr. Voigt acted as moderator, May 9, 
when the Library of Carnegie Tech pre- 
sented a program over WPGH concern- 
ing the scientist’s opinion of subsidized 
research, Prof. Fugassi reviewing the 
book “Physical Science and Human Val- 
ues” by E. P. Wagner. 


* * * 


One of the most interesting exhibits 
at Carnegie Library this year, was the 
collection of Norcross Valentines dis- 
played in the Boys and Girls room in 
February. Covering a period of two 
hundred years, the oldest valentine is 
dated 1710, an example of fine cutwork 
which was popular at that time. The 
Golden Age of Valentines was from 1840 
to 1860, when paper laces of extreme 
delicacy were manufactured. The Vic- 
torian age added satins, ribbons and cel- 
luloid, and bright gaudy colors. 


READING 


LIBRARY ACTIVITIES, a Bulletin 
issued by the Reading Public Library, is 
not only attractive in format, but inter- 
esting and varied in content. One num- 
ber lists everything in the Library’s local 
collection about the churches and de- 
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nominations within Berks County. 
Another lists new books on Education, 
pointing out to the teachers in Reading 
or Berks County that each one may have 
a borrower’s card without charge, and 
library privileges so generous that other 
libraries might well follow this example 
of public service. Another issue of the 
Bulletin lists every periodical published 
in Berks County, in the County Collec- 
tion, and also the complete holdings of 
phonograph records now in the library. 

The Library is to be congratulated 
also ‘on its charming and colorful Forty- 
ninth Annual Report—1947, prepared 
in recognition of the Reading and Berks 
County Bi-Centennial. 


The Library is to be congratulated 
on the successful outcome of its suit 
against the City of Reading in protest 
against discrimination in the pension 
plan for municipal employees. The City 
of Reading, when it accepted the papers, 
buildings, and so forth, of the Reading 
Library Company, assumed the respon- 
sibility to maintain the library. The 
Judge, finding that the librarians are 
paid by the paymaster of the city, sup- 
plies are purchased by the city for the 
library, and the library is supported en- 
tirely by City Council appropriation, ten 
of the Board of Trustees being appointed 
by City Council—after two court ses- 
sions of taking testimony, and one de- 
voted to attorneys’ arguments without 
a jury, handed down the decision that 
the library employees are on the payroll 
of the city and in the service of the city, 
entitled to retirement benefits. 


SCRANTON 

The Marywood College Department 
of Librarianship offers two full-time 
scholarships of three hundred dollars 
each, for the scholastic year 1948-1949, 
Applicants must have completed a mini- 
mum of 120 credit hours of approved 
college work and applications must be 
sent to the Director, Marywood college 
Department of Librarianship, Scranton 
2, Pennsylvania. 


STOWE TOWNSHIP. 
McKEES ROCKS 

Dr. Louis M. Herrington, ninety years 
old, remembers how hard it was for 
him to get books to read when he was a 
boy, so he has made a will whereby “the 
bulk of my estate at my death is to be 
used in helping establish a joint school 
library for McKees Rocks and Stowe 
Township.” Dr. Herrington became a 
teacher, and rose to be superintendent of 
public schools in Fayettte County before 
he decided, at the age of forty to begin 
the study of medicine. 


WASHINGTON 

The Citizens Free Library now has 
two Ceiling Projectors and about forty 
ceiling books to lend to civilian patients 
who are unable to hold an ordinary 
book. This is the first library outside of 
Michigan to install this service. It is 
sponsored by the local Lions Club, and 
two other projectors have been ordered. 
Miss Adaline Craft writes that the li- 
brary has a very popular weekly news 
column, “Inside Our Library,” and they 
are instituting daily library bulletins 
over the local radio station. 














